“How to Fall”

or “Confidence for Walking”

Tuesday Night Bible Study
When my kids were learning to walk, one of the very first things I taught them was how to fall.  Knowing how to fall is crucial for good, confident walking, and for walking without fear.

Like children learning to walk, we are going to fall.  How does our Father want us to respond to and deal with falling?

Tonight, I want to teach you how to fall.

Unfortunately, I am a master faller—I fall everyday in my walk with Jesus—but I am thankful that over the years, He has taught me how to fall, and what He desires of me when I fall—how He wants me to respond to and deal with falling.

Like my kids learning to walk, we are going to fall.  The question is not, “are you going to fall?”, but “when you fall, how will you respond, and how soon will you get back up?”

Scriptures:

<> 1 John 1:9

<> John 10:10

<> Joel 2:12-13

<> Psalm 103:8-13

<> Romans 8:1-2
<> Isaiah 43:25
<> John 21:1-17
<> Matthew 5:23-24
John 21 – Jesus restores Peter (Don’t go back to Egypt!)  Don’t turn to more sin for comfort.  Turn to Me for comfort & restoration.  Love Me with your actions towards others.  Continue in your calling.  Continue to do what I’ve called you to do.  Don’t turn your back on the calling I have given you, just because of a mistake.  Was Satan’s goal when he tempted Peter to deny Christ just to make Peter feel really bad?  Or Jesus to kick Jesus while he was down?  Or was it is to try and make Peter give up all this fishing-for-men stuff, and return to a life of fishing for fish?  Wasn’t Satan’s aim really to try to derail Peter from his God-given calling?  And in so doing, kill the growth of the Church in it’s infancy?  

When runners compete in a race, if they fall, they don’t have to go back to where they started; they get back up, and continue from the point they fell.

What would’ve happened to Christianity if Peter really had quit fishing for men—if he had just allowed his fall to defeat him, and he returned to his old life at sea?

Judgment & critique & condemnation & blame – these are all toys you play with in the accuser’s playground.  But in the Father’s playground, you play with thankfulness, gratitude, and freedom.  Self-judgment keeps you in the accuser’s playground.

You’re fighting yourself! – but your fight is not with you – with flesh and blood – but with powers and dark forces and evil principalities.

It is poisonous to try to deal with your sin by going into a place of self-condemnation.  That is not your identity.  It’s a lie.  You have the mind of Christ!  The love of God for you has not changed.  Call out your sin for what it is.  Then confess it to God in repentance, and move forward in His indelible love for you.
Come to the place where you can very quickly take your eyes off self and lift them up to your Daddy and who you are in Him.  Through self-condemnation, you are becoming the accuser.  Quickly become the thankful one – take yourself as quickly as you can to a place of gratitude with Papa.

When my son Eli makes a mistake, when he sins, what do I want him to do?  As his father, what do I desire from my son after he sins?  That he (1) be honest – talk to me about it, (2) take responsibility to make it right, and (3) move on, confident in my unchanged love for and approval of him.
Appendix – SCRIPTURES:

1 John 1:9 – If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.
John 10:10 – The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.
Joel 2:12-13 – "Even now," declares the LORD, "return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and mourning."  Rend your heart and not your garments.  Return to the LORD your God, for He is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and He relents from sending calamity.
Psalm 103:8-13 – The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.  He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; He does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities.  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His love for those who fear Him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.  As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear Him.
Romans 8:1-2 – Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.
Isaiah 43:25 – This is what the LORD says – your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: "I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions, for My own sake, and remembers your sins no more."
Matthew 5:23-24 – Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.
